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The past twenty-five years have seen the development of rich literature on Judaism and feminism.

Some studies have examined rituals related to the feminine within a religious context; others have

read rabbinic sources through feminist lenses. Most recently, scholars have had a heightened

interest in the life experiences that help define the identity of a woman as female. These uniquely

female aspects of human development assume special significance when they are put in the

context of the Jewish life-cycle and the underlying issues of feminism that impact upon

them.Rochelle Millen's book, a crucial addition to this literature, explores how Jewish tradition

perceives and treats rituals surrounding birth and death, particularly as they pertain to women's

development. Following a substantial introduction in which she discusses her methodology and lays

out key themes, Millen turns in Part I to birth contraception and birth control, fertility, and celebrating

the birth of a daughter (the ritual of Simhat bat). Part II comprises chapters on the kaddish, or the

memorial prayer for the dead, and the funeral. Each chapter begins with an elegant synthesis of

rabbincal views on the role of women in the ritual under scrutiny. Millen draws on halakhic literature

from modern Orthodox, Conservative, and Reform Judaism, with sensitivity to the different

guidelines given to diverse communities within distinct historical periods.Following this overview,

she richly contextualizes the legal debates by raising questions about gender and sexuality and

through exploring the public/private nexus and community/autonomy dialectic as understood by

different Jewish denominations. As Millen points out, it is the intersection of these "four polarities"

within religious and halakhic Judaism that poses a profound challenge to women's roles in Judaism

and also to the very vitality of Judaism itself. A brief epilogue illuminates the contemporary

challenge for all Jewish denominations to integrate Jewish women into these primary life-cycle

rituals.Combining personal, legal, philosophical, and feminist critiques, this volume not only

analyzes the rites of birth and death--their components and traditional meanings--but also explores

new, halakhically-sanctioned forms of celebration and commemoration for contemporary Jewish

women.

Series: HBI Series on Jewish Women

Paperback: 264 pages

Publisher: Brandeis; 1 edition (January 1, 2004)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 1584653655



ISBN-13: 978-1584653653

Product Dimensions:  9 x 6.6 x 0.8 inches

Shipping Weight: 13.6 ounces

Average Customer Review: Be the first to review this item

Best Sellers Rank: #1,410,697 in Books (See Top 100 in Books)   #217 inÂ Books > Religion &

Spirituality > Judaism > Women & Judaism   #1157 inÂ Books > Religion & Spirituality > Judaism >

Jewish Life   #4871 inÂ Books > History > World > Jewish

Women, Birth, and Death in Jewish Law and Practice (HBI Series on Jewish Women) The Kosher

Baker (HBI Series on Jewish Women) DYING TO REALLY LIVE: Finally, an After Death Survivor

returns from deeply into life after death (NDEs - Life After Death? Series Book 1) Active Birth -

Revised Edition: The New Approach to Giving Birth Naturally (Non) Raising Multiple Birth Children:

A Parent's Survival Guide, Birth-Age 3 From Maimonides to Microsoft: The Jewish Law of Copyright

Since the Birth of Print The Other in Jewish Thought and History: Constructions of Jewish Culture

and Identity (New Perspectives on Jewish Studies) J.D. ROBB: SERIES READING ORDER: MY

READING CHECKLIST: IN DEATH SERIES AND IN DEATH SHORT STORIES PUBLISHED IN

ANTHOLOGIES BY J.D. ROBB Fire in the Valley: The Birth and Death of the Personal Computer

Automatic for the Masses: The Death of the Author and the Birth of Socialist Realism From Death to

Birth: Understanding Karma and Reincarnation Cosmic Clouds: Birth, Death and Recycling in the

Galaxy ("Scientific American" Library) Torah of the Mothers: Contemporary Jewish Women Read

Classical Jewish Texts The Conservative Movement in Judaism: Dilemmas and Opportunities (Suny

Series in American Jewish Society in the 1990s) (Suny Series, American Jewish Society in the

1990s) Business Ethics in Jewish Law: With a Concluding Section on Jewish Business Ethics in

Contemporary Society Brotherhood in Death: In Death Series by J. D. Robb: Unofficial &

Independent Summary & Analysis Death and Bereavement around the World: Major Religious

Traditions: Volume 1 (Death, Value and Meaning) (v. 1) Between Death and Life - Conversations

with a Spirit: An internationally acclaimed hypnotherapist's guide to past lives, guardian angels and

the death experience Death Without Denial, Grief Without Apology: A Guide for Facing Death and

Loss A Life and Death Decision: A Jury Weighs the Death Penalty 

http://ebooksupdate.com/en-us/read-book/LBx9e/women-birth-and-death-in-jewish-law-and-practice-hbi-series-on-jewish-women.pdf?r=F2UXz6YRXCNm5YE4ulF4P6MOQOn2g6QqCAHRhq9cBpcitwhomyubri%2FzTkWTqWBb
http://ebooksupdate.com/en-us/dmca

